
WAIROA MAORI 

FILM FESTIVAL 

Gaiety Cinema Programme 
Gaiety Cinema, Marine Parade, Wairoa 

Friday May 30 to Monday June 1 

FRIDAY MAY 30th 

SATURDAY MAY 31st 

MONDAY JUNE 2nd (Gold Coin Day) 

SUNDAY JUNE 1st 

MAORI SHORT FILM SHOWCASE I (SCHOOLS) 
A special screening for schools. See below for synopsis. 
 Gaiety Cinema, Wairoa 10 am Friday 30th May  

 

CAME A HOT FRIDAY (SCHOOLS)  

A special screening for schools. See below for synopsis. 
 Gaiety Cinema, Wairoa 1 pm Friday 30th May  

 

MAORI SHORT FILM SHOWCASE I 
For the first time judging for the best Maori short film will 
be via a special Audience Award screening: ñRuaò Di-
rector Garth Watene, a young boy, ignorant of his own 
Maori heritage, searches for answers; ñThe Goodbyeò 
Director Robert George, a drama following a family 
throughout one day; ñThe Black Bookò Director Apirana 
Ipo Te Maipi, ayoung Maori boys journey to change his life 
through rap music; ñThe Wordò Director Quentin Parr, a 
futuristic short film about a boy caught between two 
worlds; ñTauaò Director Tearepa Kahi, a compelling his-
torical tale examining a young boy's compassion amidst 
rivalry of Maori tribes at war.  NZ PREMIERES 
ñGraffiti of Mr Tupaiaò Director Christopher Dudman, 
a Cook Island school cleaner answers an unusual graffiti 
message, and ñPatu Ihuò Director Summer Agnew, a 
young man explores a memory of a childhood game.  
 Gaiety Cinema, Wairoa 5 pm Friday 30th May  

 

OPENING NIGHT CAME A HOT FRIDAY (1985) NZ 

JOIN US as we honour the memory of Don Selwyn in one 
his best roles, classic kiwi comedy set in heartland NZ 
1949. Starring Billy T. James as the Tainuia Kid. With 
short comedy films ñHushò, ñNanaò, and ñThe Freezerò. 

Gaiety Cinema, 8 pm Friday 30th May (7 pm Reception) 

 
 
BUFFY ST. MARIE 2006 Canada 48 mins  
Buffy Sainte-Marie is a gifted performer and songwriter, a 
role model, an innovator and a respected educator and ac-
tivist. With short films ñKrumping in Gisborneò and ñOne 
More Tryò (music video). 

 Gaiety Cinema, Wairoa 11 am Saturday 31st May 

 

FOUR SHEETS TO THE WIND (2007) Canada 
Beautifully crafted and set under gorgeous Oklahoma 
skies, this poignant and wryly funny story of family and 
healing begins the morning Cufe Smallhill finds his father 
quieter than usual, an empty bottle of pills at his side. With 
ñSeeking Bimaadiziiwinò -  Reserve life, family problems 
and the death of a friend push Kaitlyn into depression.  
 Gaiety Cinema, Wairoa, 1 pm Saturday 31st May 

 

MANA WAIROA FROM THE ARCHIVES $5 Entry 
A special screening of local and national historic films from 
the New Zealand Film Archives. This special $5 screening 
promises something special, including live piano accompa-
niment of historical silent footage from the early 20th C. 
Gaiety Cinema, Wairoa, 3 pm Saturday 31st May 

EAGLE VS. SHARK (2007) NZ 
Taika Waititiôs classic deadpan comedy about two losers in 
love.  With short comedy films ñTwo Big Boysò and ñJackie 
Jackieò & WORLD PREMIERE ñSWINE FEVERò 
A pig-hunting expedition in the Urewera Ranges. 
 Gaiety Cinema, Wairoa 11 am Sunday 1st June 

 

UNDER THE SOUTHERN CROSS (1927) NZ $5 Entry 
We honour the memory of Witarina Harris with a special ret-
rospective screening of this classic 1927 silent feature film. A 
special screening by the NZ Film Archive, with live piano. 
Gaiety Cinema, Wairoa, 1pm Sunday 1st June  

 

RANGIõS CATCH (1973) NZ 

Two escaped convicts attract the attention of John and Jane 
Murray and their friends Rangi and Hemi. Starring  
Temuera Morrison and Don Selwyn. With ñPEP Scheme.ò 
Gaiety Cinema, Wairoa, 3 pm Sunday 1st June  

 

CROOKED EARTH (2001) NZ  

An explosive, action-packed saga in which two brothers battle 
over the future of their people. With Temuera Morrison, Law-
rence Makoare and Nancy Brunning. With short film ñFogò. 

 Gaiety Cinema, Wairoa 5 pm Sunday 1st June  

 

THE TATTOOIST (2007) NZ 

American tattooist Jake Sawyer wanders the world, exploring 
and exploiting tattoo designs. With short film ñThe  
Colonyò (Canada)  A bi-racial menage a trois. (R18). 
 Gaiety Cinema, Wairoa 7.30 pm Sunday 1st June 
 
 
 

RUBY & RATA 1990 NZ  
A fiercely independent Ruby is determined to live her own life 
in her home. Ruby rents her basement flat to single mother 
Rata and her son Willie. With short film ñRun.ò 

 Gaiety Cinema, Wairoa 12 pm Monday 2nd June 

 

THE LOST TRIBE (1983) NZ 

An anthropologist disappears in New Zealand while looking 
for a lost tribe, so his wife and his brother go to look for him. 
Starring John Bach and Don Selwyn. With ñTiga E Le Lloaò. 
Gaiety Cinema, Wairoa, 2 pm Monday 2nd June  

 

MAORI SHORT FILM SHOWCASE II 
New short films: ñThe Wordò, ñThe King Boysò, ñTauaò, 
ñGraffiti of Mr Tupaiaò and ñPatu Ihu.ò 

 Gaiety Cinema,  Wairoa 4 pm Monday 2nd June 

CLOSING NIGHT: UTU (1983) NZ 

Leading a group of colonial troops through his country, a 
scout, Te Wheke, finds a burning village whose inhabitants 
have been massacred. It is a military blunder, the village was 
'friendly' and the dead are Te Wheke's people. The horror 
drives him to seek utu. Starring Anzac Wallace, Bruno Law-
rence and Wi Kuki Kaa. Directed by Geoff Murphy. 
Gaiety Cinema, Wairoa, 6 pm Monday 2nd June 


